[ What to do in your garden: December J 


The flower garden 


Complete planting of deciduous shrubs 
before the end of the year. 

Protect /ris unguicularis against slugs. 
Cover Christmas roses. 

Prune and train hardy climbers on walls. 
Take stock of garden tools, and order 
any additional items required. 

Check on conditions of dahlias and other 
tender plants being stored for the winter. 


_ The fruit garden 


Complete picking very late apples. 
Inspect stored fruits, remove rotten ones. 
Finish any necessary root pruning. 

Plant all fruits when soil conditions are 
suitable. If the soil is too wet loosen the 
bundles, remove the packing material and 
heel the plants in. If the soil is frozen keep 
the plants in a cool, frost-proof place. 
Ensure roots do not dry out and plant 

as soon as possible. 

Prune apples, pears, bush and cane fruits. 
Continue pruning except in hard freezing 
conditions, dealing with the young trees 
first, and then the older trees. Collect the 
prunings and burn. Apply simazine to 
established strawberries for weed control. 
Untie those laterals on spindle bush apple 
trees which have ‘set’ at required angle. 


Check the condition of all stakes. 

Look for and remedy wind rocking 

or construction. 

In cold districts bundle the new canes of 
blackberries and related cane fruits 
together and tie to a wire for winter 
protection. 

Start spraying of dormant tree, bush and 
cane fruits with tar oil winter wash to 
control aphids, sucker and scale insects. 
Complete the spraying of stone fruits by 
the end of the month. 

Inspect apples and pears for canker and 
treat where necessary. 


The vegetable garden 


Lift jerusalem artichokes, celery, leeks and 
parsnips as required for use. 

Lift and store carrots (July sown). 
Examine onions, potatoes and other 
roots in store, taking out decayed ones. 
Protect celery and globe artichokes with 
straw or bracken and increase protection 
of outdoor clamps and potatoes in store, 
should severe frost threaten. 

Dig all ground deeply as it becomes 
vacant. The importance of early digging 
cannot be stressed too strongly and 
double dig the ground intended for peas 
and beans, but use no fertilizer until the 
spring. 
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